June

13, 1996
FACT SHEET
PROPOSED Al R EM SSI ON STANDARDS AND GUI DELI NES FOR

VEDI CAL WASTE | NCI NERATCRS:
NOTI CE OF AVAI LABI LI TY OF SUPPLEMENTAL | NFORVATI ON

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

¢

The Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) is today
announcing the availability of additional information that
it will consider in developing the final air em ssion
standards and gui delines for new and existing nedical waste
incinerators. The notice al so requests public comment on
changes that EPA is considering to the 1995 proposed

regul ation for this source category.

BACKGROUND

¢

VHAT

Under the Cean Air Act (section 129), EPAis required to
regul ate emssions of 9 air pollutants fromsolid waste

i ncineration units that conbust hospital, nedical, and

i nfecti ous waste. These pollutants are carbon nonoxi de,
particul ate matter, cadmum |ead, nercury, dioxin, sulfur
di oxi de, hydrogen chloride, and nitrogen dioxide. Sone of
these pollutants are air toxics, which are those pollutants
that are known or suspected of causing cancer or other
serious health effects, such as birth or devel opnenta
effects. The Cean Air Act requires EPA to devel op

t echnol ogy- based standards and gui delines that are based on
stringent air pollution controls known as maxi num achi evabl e
control technol ogy (MACT).

On February 27, 1995, EPA proposed standards and gui delines
to reduce air pollution em ssions from nedi cal waste
i nci nerators.

Various industry groups were still collecting air em ssions
data and other information on this source category at the
time the public comment period for the proposed rule closed
in April 1995. Therefore, EPA stated in the preanble of the
proposed rule that it would accept and consider this
additional information in developing the final rule. EPAis
now requesting public comment on the new data, as well as
possi bl e changes to the proposed rul e based on the new dat a.

ARE THE MAI N COVPONENTS OF EPA' S SUPPLEMENTAL NOTI CE?

EPA is considering the follow ng changes to the proposed air
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em ssi on standards and gui delines for nedical waste incinerators:

¢

In the proposal, subcategories of nedical waste incinerators
were based on the type of incinerator (e.g., continuous,
intermttent, and batch), which roughly correlates with

i ncinerator size. EPA is now considering subcategories
based directly on size (e.g., small, nedium and large). As
in the proposal, regulatory requirenents will be considered
separately by subcategory. Size could be determ ned based
on design capacity or Federally enforceable permt limts.
The capacity of multiple units in one | ocation wuld be
conbi ned to determ ne size.

In the proposal, EPA defined "nedical waste" very broadly to
include virtually all waste fromhealthcare facilities. EPA
IS now considering narrowng the definition to reflect
"potentially infectious" waste only by adopting the New York
State Departnent of Health definition of nedical waste.

Medi cal waste is defined in this rulemaking only to
determ ne which incinerators woul d be subject to the fina
regul ati ons.

EPA' s proposed rule required continuous em ssion nonitoring
systen(s) (CEMS), where available, and required paraneter
nmonitoring and routine stack testing where CEMS were not
avai l able. EPA is now considering conpliance based on
paranmeter nonitoring and routine inspection/ mai ntenance

rat her than CEMS.

EPA' s proposed rule included specific requirenments for
operator training. EPA is now considering changes to these
requirenents in order to give States nore flexibility in
determ ni ng what constitutes an acceptabl e operator training
program

In the proposal, EPA considered waste di sposal units
utilizing plasma or gasification/oxidation technology (i.e.,
pyrolysis) to be covered by the nedical waste incinerator
regul ation. EPA is now considering separate regul atory
requi renents for nedical waste "pyrolysis" units.

Finally, because new information was submtted regardi ng the
inventory of medical waste incinerators and the performance
of air pollution control technol ogy, EPA has devel oped a new
set of regulatory options for consideration in the final
rule. The supplenmental notice includes estimtes of the
air, water, solid waste, energy, cost, and econom c inpacts
of these reqgulatory options. Sone of the regulatory options
are nore stringent than those outlined in the proposal,
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whil e sone are | ess stringent.

¢ EPA wi || accept public coments on the suppl enental notice
until August 8, 1996.
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Notice of Public Meting

¢

WHAT

A public neeting will be held on July 10, 1996 starting at
9:00 a.m at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 625 First
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314. The tel ephone nunber
for the hotel is (703) 548-6300.

The purpose of the neeting is for EPA to review the contents
of the supplenental notice and answer questions so that
commenters can better prepare their witten comments.

| S EPA'S SCHEDULE FOR | SSUI NG THE FI NAL RULE?

EPA is under a court order to issue the final air
regul ations for nedical waste incinerators by July 25, 1997.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON

¢

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad the notice
fromthe EPA' s el ectronic Technol ogy Transfer Network (TTN)
by calling (919) 541-5742. Look under nenu "C ean Air Act
Amendnent s" (CAAA). For further information about how to
access the board, call (919) 541-5384.

For further information about the notice, contact Rick
Copl and at (919) 541-5265 or Fred Porter at (919) 541-5251
of EPA's Ofice of Alr Quality Planning and Standards.



